Welfare
If thou lend money to any of my people that is poor by thee, thou shalt not be to him as an usurer, neither shalt
thou lay upon him usury. Exodus 22:25
But the seventh year thou shalt let it rest and lie still; that the poor of thy people may eat: and what they leave
the beasts of the field shall eat. In like manner thou shalt deal with thy vineyard, and with thy oliveyard.
Exodus 23:11
And if he be poor, and cannot get so much; then he shall take one lamb for a trespass offering to be waved, to
make an atonement for him, and one tenth deal of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering, and a log of
oil; Leviticus 14:21
Exodus 23:3,6; Leviticus 19:10,15, Levitucus 23:22, Leviticus 25:25, 35, 39, Deuteronomy 15:7, 9, 11,
Deuteronmy 24:12, 15
- The Bible acknowledges that there will always be those in need and addresses the way that society should care
for the poor. God does not allow for a person not to do right or not to be held accountable for his actions
because he is poor. Nowhere does a poor person get a free ride because he is poor.
Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.
- There are two groups mentioned in the Bible that need special care because of extreme circumstances.
And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we
commanded you; I Thessalonians 4:11
For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat. II
Thessalonians 3:10
But if any widow have children or nephews, let them learn first to shew piety at home, and to requite their
parents: for that is good and acceptable before God. Now she that is a widow indeed, and desolate, trusteth in
God, and continueth in supplications and prayers night and day. But she that liveth in pleasure is dead while
she liveth. And these things give in charge, that they may be blameless. But if any provide not for his own, and
specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel. I Timothy 5:4-8
But the younger widows refuse: for when they have begun to wax wanton against Christ, they will marry;
Having damnation, because they have cast off their first faith. And withal they learn to be idle, wandering
about from house to house; and not only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought
not. I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, guide the house, give none occasion to the
adversary to speak reproachfully. For some are already turned aside after Satan. I Timothy 5:11-15
-God commands work. We are to bear our own burdens. God gives qualifications for giving to the need of
others. Those who do not work should not eat. Husbands, sons, and family members should care for the needs
of other family members.
Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise: Proverbs 6:6
The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall be made fat.
Proverbs 13:4
The sluggard will not plow by reason of the cold; therefore shall he beg in harvest, and have nothing. Proverbs
20:4
- The sluggard (lazy) is condemned. God recognizes that this person will have need.

Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for
the brethren. But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children, let us not love in word, neither
in tongue; but in deed and in truth. I John 3:16-18
If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be
ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it
profit? James 2:15-16
And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of
the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common. And with great power gave the
apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. Neither was there
any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the
prices of the things that were sold, And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto
every man according as he had need. Acts 4:32-35
Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that
he may have to give to him that needeth. Ephesians 4:28
Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and
doctrine. For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is
worthy of his reward. I Timothy 5:17-18
- Charity should be shown unto fellow brethren and servants of God. God gives excess to some men that they
might give to those in need.
Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they
may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. I Peter 2:12
Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth
good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city
that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a
candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. Think not that I am come to destroy the law,
or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass,
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Matthew 5:13-18
- Charity is also shown as a means of showing the love of God and of glorifying God. Discretion should be
used so as not to disgrace the name of Christ.

