Lying and Honesty
Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on the new man,
which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: Colossians 3:9-10
-Lying is a part of the unregenerate man and becomes directly contrary to the divine nature imparted to us upon
the moment of faith in Christ.
Then he said unto him, Come home with me, and eat bread. And he said, I may not return with thee, nor go in
with thee: neither will I eat bread nor drink water with thee in this place: For it was said to me by the word of
the LORD, Thou shalt eat no bread nor drink water there, nor turn again to go by the way that thou camest. He
said unto him, I am a prophet also as thou art; and an angel spake unto me by the word of the LORD, saying,
Bring him back with thee into thine house, that he may eat bread and drink water. But he lied unto him. So he
went back with him, and did eat bread in his house, and drank water. And it came to pass, as they sat at the
table, that the word of the LORD came unto the prophet that brought him back: And he cried unto the man of
God that came from Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Forasmuch as thou hast disobeyed the mouth of the
LORD, and hast not kept the commandment which the LORD thy God commanded thee, But camest back, and
hast eaten bread and drunk water in the place, of the which the LORD did say to thee, Eat no bread, and drink
no water; thy carcase shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy fathers. I Kings 13:15-22
-The prophet's lie cost the man of God his life. When we lie, we do not affect just ourselves. Often, other people
are severely hurt and sometimes even killed.
Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.
Ephesians 4:25
Provide things honest in the sight of all men. Romans 12:17b
-The believer is commanded to be truthful and completely honest in his dealings.
Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart:
Proverbs 3:3
For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is an abomination to my lips. Proverbs 8:7
He that speaketh truth sheweth forth righteousness: but a false witness deceit. Proverbs 12:17
The lip of truth shall be established for ever: but a lying tongue is but for a moment. Proverbs 12:19
-An honest mouth will always be honored by God.
And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south. And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went
down into Egypt to sojourn there; for the famine was grievous in the land. And it came to pass, when he was
come near to enter into Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou art a fair woman
to look upon: Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say, This is his
wife: and they will kill me, but they will save thee alive. Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well
with me for thy sake; and my soul shall live because of thee. And it came to pass, that, when Abram was come
into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the woman that she was very fair. The princes also of Pharaoh saw her, and
commended her before Pharaoh: and the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house. And he entreated Abram well
for her sake: and he had sheep, and oxen, and he asses, and menservants, and maidservants, and she asses, and
camels. And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai Abram's wife. And
Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What is this that thou hast done unto me? why didst thou not tell me that she
was thy wife? Why saidst thou, She is my sister? so I might have taken her to me to wife: now therefore behold
thy wife, take her, and go thy way. And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him: and they sent him away,
and his wife, and all that he had. Genesis 12:9-20
And Abraham journeyed from thence toward the south country, and dwelled between Kadesh and Shur, and
sojourned in Gerar. And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, She is my sister: and Abimelech king of Gerar sent,
and took Sarah. But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night, and said to him, Behold, thou art but a dead
man, for the woman which thou hast taken; for she is a man's wife. But Abimelech had not come near her: and
he said, Lord, wilt thou slay also a righteous nation? Said he not unto me, She is my sister? and she, even she
herself said, He is my brother: in the integrity of my heart and innocency of my hands have I done this. And God
said unto him in a dream, Yea, I know that thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart; for I also withheld thee
from sinning against me: therefore suffered I thee not to touch her. Now therefore restore the man his wife; for
he is a prophet, and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live: and if thou restore her not, know thou that thou
shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine. Therefore Abimelech rose early in the morning, and called all his
servants, and told all these things in their ears: and the men were sore afraid. Then Abimelech called Abraham,
and said unto him, What hast thou done unto us? and what have I offended thee, that thou hast brought on me
and on my kingdom a great sin? thou hast done deeds unto me that ought not to be done. And Abimelech said
unto Abraham, What sawest thou, that thou hast done this thing? And Abraham said, Because I thought, Surely
the fear of God is not in this place; and they will slay me for my wife's sake. And yet indeed she is my sister; she
is the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother; and she became my wife. And it came to pass,
when God caused me to wander from my father's house, that I said unto her, This is thy kindness which thou
shalt shew unto me; at every place whither we shall come, say of me, He is my brother. And Abimelech took
sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and womenservants, and gave them unto Abraham, and restored him Sarah
his wife. Genesis 20:1-14

-In both instances of Abraham lying the results were not good. If the place was too dangerous for he and his
wife to live there, then they should not have gone. In both instances, God used a heathen man to rebuke
Abraham. Abraham, a man who should have been teaching the heathen, was being taught proper conduct by the
heathen. These events cast a bad light on the man of God.

