Picture of Marriage
Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife,
even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is subject
unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ
also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water
by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He
that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it,
even as the Lord the church: For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.
For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be
one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. Nevertheless let every one of
you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband. Ephesians
5:22-33
- The union between a man and a woman is supposed to picture the intimate union that exists between Christ
and His church.
And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. Revelation 21:2
And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and
talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. And he carried me away in the
spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of
heaven from God. Revelation 21:9-10
Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath
made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the
fine linen is the righteousness of saints. Revelation 19:7-8
- In these verses are seen the parallels that exist between a bride and the church and the bride-groom and Christ.
Though these verses in Revelation seem to encompass the New Jerusalem and Old Testament saints, the church
is certainly a part of that and is clearly shown in Ephesians 5.
And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. And
Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was
taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and
they shall be one flesh. Genesis 2:22-24
For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there
is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:27-28
- As a man and woman are inseparably one, so are Christians in Christ.

